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Subject: Africa. 

Tossups: 

1. Perhaps home to as many as 18,000 people at one point, it was inhabited until the 16th century, 
at which point it was suddenly abandoned (*). Its structure indicates that the king and his entourage 
may have lived on the outside of the settlement rather than in the center; some think that this was to 
ward off diseases. Upon discovering its ruins, European archaeologists credited its construction to 
nearly everyone excepUhe sub-Saharan African groups who actually built it. FTP, identify this set of 
ruins whose Shona name, meaning "house of rock," now lends its name to the former colony of 
Southern Rhodesia. 

A: Great Zimbabwe 

2. Written in 1982, it was more personal than similar literature being written by contemporaries; 
however, many critics contend that its nature makes the play more relevant today than other anti
apartheid literature (*). Set in the earliest years of apartheid, it details the relationship between the 
title character and his household's two black servants, Sam and Willie. Although that relationship starts 
very friendly, circumstances lead to the gradual estrangement of everyone involved, and the play is a 
meditation on the alienation which apartheid caused all South Africans. FTP, name this semi
autobiographical work, the best-known play of Athol Fugard. 

A: Master Harold ... and the Boys 

3. Its drainage basin stretches across parts of eight countries, although it has no outlet to the sea. 
Always variable in size (*), it is particularly vulnerable to climate change and changes in human 
behavior because of its relatively shallow depth. Because of extremely dry conditions and an increase in 
demand for water, the last four decades have left it a fraction of its normal size. At its largest, it 
straddles the boundaries of four countries, including one which bears its name. FTP, name this lake. 

A: Lake Chad 

4. It was first performed in 1959 and was one of the first plays produced by its author. Set in a 
small village, it details the dual courtship of Sidi by two men who are complete opposites (*). 
Within the conflict between the Y oruba chief Baroka and the modernist Lakunle, the playwright encodes 
the struggle between traditional Y oruba customs and the European values imported to Africa during the 
colonial period. FTP, what is this play, perhaps the best-known work ofWole Soyinka? 

A: The Lion and the Jewel 

5. They formed in Los Angeles in the late 1970s, an unfortunate time to form a band of their 
nature in the era of punk rock and new wave (*). Nevertheless, they soldiered on, releasing their 
self-titled debut on Columbia in 1978 and a slew of inoffensive records throughout the early 1980s. 
Cast members included Jeff Porcaro on drums, his brother Steve on keyboards, Steve Lukather on 
guitar, and vocalists Bobby Kimball and David Paich. 1982 was their finest hour, as they released the 
possibly-Zep-influenced IV album which featured their most popular song. FTP, name this band who 
struck gold with "Africa" in 1982. 

A: Toto 



6. He is currently in the faculty of comparative literature at the University of California at Irvine. 
Upon his exposure to Marxist politics in the 1960s, he stopped writing in English and became 
politically active (*), until his exile from his native country led him to London. He wrote in Gikuyu, 
arguing that Mrican writers should build a uniquely continental literature through embracing their native 
tongues, although his two best-known works were originally written in English. FTP, name this exiled 
Kenyan writer of A Grain o/Wheat and The River Between. 

A: Ngugi wa Thiong'o 

7. Its design consists of a hardwood soundboard, upon which are mounted 22 to 28 metal keys. It 
is played by plucking downward with the player's two thumbs and upward with the right 
forefinger (*); for this reason it is sometimes known as a thumb piano. The board is then placed within 
a deze, a resonator upon which objects such as bottle caps are placed to give the instrument a signature 
sound. It has been imported to the west in recent years, where players have used it to create a sound not 
quite western but distinct from that produced by the Shona who have used it for over a thousand years. 
FTP, identify this traditional percussion instrument from Zimbabwe. 

A: mbira 

8. On June 261
\ 1976, Air France flight 139 was hijacked en route from Athens to Paris by eight 

members of the PLO, assisted by two members of the Baader-Meinhof Gang. The hijackers 
released the non-Jewish (*) and non-Israeli passengers; during the night on July 3rd

, a squadron ofIDF 
agents arrived at the airport in order to rescue the remaining hostages. The operation is sometimes 
called "Operation Jonathan" because ofthe one Israeli soldier who was killed during the raid; however, 
it is mostly known by the name of the African city where it took place. FTP, name this Israeli military 
operation, alternately known as Operation Thunderbolt. 

A: Entebbe Raid (accept equivalents, or "Operation Jonathan" or "Operation Thunderbolt" on 
early buzz) 

9. He is important in Diaspora mythology; he plays an important role in Haitian Vodun, and is 
also worshipped in Brazilian traditions and in Santeria. He is traditionally said to have had three 
wives, and is depicted in West African art with a double axe (*) emerging from his three heads. 
Associated with the colors red and white and the ram, he is the god of thunder in the various traditions 
which worship him, and is traditionally viewed as the most important of the Orishas in Yoruba 
mythology. FTP, name this mythological figure who is also the traditional father of the Y oruba people. 

A: Shango 

10. The main character of this novel is a civil servant, on trial on charges of embezzlement, and 
the story is a reflection of the conflict which emerges when he arrives home to Nigeria after being 
educated abroad (*). Although Obi is well-intentioned in his desire to receive an English education in 
order to improve the lives of other Nigerians upon his return, he finds that the conflict between 
European and Nigerian values is too profound to overcome; consequently he suffers an identity crisis 
similar to that which befalls his grandfather in another book. FTP, name this book concerning itself 
with Obi Okonkwo, written by Chinua Achebe. 

A: No Longer At Ease 

11. While the British stated their dream of a stretch of British territory in Africa "from the Cape 
to Cairo," the French were hoping to realize an equally ambitious dream of an overland route 
from the Red Sea to their Atlantic colonies in West Africa. These dreams clashed in 1898, when 
Jean-Baptiste Marchand (*) led an expedition across the rainforests of the French Congo and into the 
Sudan. Although Kitchener's forces were busy fighting Mahdist rebels near Khartoum at the time, he 
stood his ground against the French at this site, where the French ultimately ceded the Nile in exchange 
for much of the western Sahara. FTP, name the site of this diplomatic standoff in the Sudan. 

A: Fashoda 



12. He gave his name to a character played by Boris Karloff in the 1932 film The Mummy but is 
better known for things he did 3500 years earlier (*). He was a prolific writer, and he wrote a 
number of texts dealing with medicine and healing; for this work he was deified during the New 
Kingdom as the "Son of Ptah" and became the Egyptian god of medicine. However, it was in the 
capacity of his work as vizier to the Pharaoh Djoser that he became most famous. FTP, identify this 
man, whose work constructing the Step Pyramid at Saqqara made him the first identified architect. 

A: Imhotep 

13. Beginning his career with domestic Avenir Douala, he was lured into European football when 
Real Madrid signed him in 1998 when he was just seventeen. Since then (*) he has played for a 
number of Spanish sides, spending many years with Real Mallorca before recently signing with 
Barcelona during the summer transfer window. In addition, he has been an emerging star as an 
international player, forming striking partnerships with a number of players, including Patrick Mboma in 
the 2002 World Cup. FTP, name this striker from Cameroon who, at 23, has already won Africa's 
Footballer of the Year award. 

A: Samuel Eto'o Fils 

14. The first signs of infection include flu-like symptoms, which begin to present nine to fourteen 
days after the actual infection takes place. Pregnant women are particularly vulnerable (*), and 
levels oftransmission to infants are very high. It is estimated that an African child dies of this disease 
every thirty seconds. Its name derives from the initial theories on its transmission, which held that the 
disease came from fetid marshes; it was later found that the disease was transmitted through the bite of a 
female Anopheles mosquito. FTP, identify this disease, most prevalent in sub-Saharan Africa, which 
along with HIV and tuberculosis is one of the three primary health impediments to African economic 
growth. 

A: malaria 

15. When the rest of its dependency voted for independence in 1976, it voted almost unanimously 
to remain part of France. Situated in the Mozambique Channel (*), it measures about 374 square 
kilometers and is the oldest island in its chain geologically. Although its capital is at Mamoutzou, its 
major city and main port is Dzaoudzi, which was once a capital of the republic that it chose not to join. 
FTP, name this island dependency of France, which lies halfway between Mozambique and Madagascar 
and which was once a part of the Comoros. 

A: Mayotte 

16. A quite successful artist in his own right, ever since his eponymous debut album was released 
on Tabu Records in 1995 he has met with critical acclaim for his approach to traditional African 
music (*), which has made it more accessible for European and American audiences. He has also 
proven himself in tune with American trends, featuring hip-hop artists such as Mos Def and Common on 
his most recent full-length, 2001 's Fight to Win. However, it is likely that in spite of his considerable 
achievements in bringing African music to a wider audience, he will be overshadowed through his 
lineage. FTP, name this Afro-beat artist and son of Fela. 

A: Femi Kuti 

17. Its civil war began in 1991 when the Revolutionary United Front began a campaign against the 
incumbent government of the time. During this war, over two million people were exiled (*) from 
the country as refugees. In 2000 the British sent troops there to restore order; these troops joined a UN 
peacekeeping mission which even now is stationed in the country, although those troops have recently 
turned over control of the capital to local forces. FTP, name the country in which the UNAMSIL forces 
have returned local control to the capital city of Freetown. 

A: Sierra Leone 



18. Becoming active in politics in 1960 when the nation which became Zaire achieved 
independence from Belgium, he participated in a number of rebellions against Mobutu Sese Seko 
but spent much of his time (*) during that period in east Africa, gaining the support of the Ugandan 
and Rwandan governments. Hailed as a savior when he took power in 1997, he instead eliminated 
opposition parties and nearly lost his country to the same Ugandans and Rwandans who initially 
propped him up when he failed to do anything about the Hutu insurgents operating out of its eastern 
half. Now he's dead and his son Joe runs the country. FTP, name this former African strongman who 
renamed his country the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

A: L.aurent Kabila 

19. Raised in Beaufort West, he studied medicine at the University of Cape Town and, later, at the 
University of Minnesota. Originally a family practice physician in the Western Cape (*), he later 
changed his field in order to begin on the path which would lead him to the discovery that would make 
him famous. His research came to fruition when Louis Washkansky arrived at the Groote Schuur 
hospital in Cape Town, and a 25-year-old named Denise Darvall died in a motor accident. FTP, identify 
the surgeon, who on December 3, 1967, performed the first successful human heart transplant. 

A: Christiaan Barnard 

20. Coming to the throne in 1307, he made his kingdom into one of the wealthiest and most 
recognized in all of Africa. He increased its size greatly when his generals conquered (*) the 
kingdom of Songhai, and when he heard the news he delayed his return from a trip so that he could 
receive the personal submission of the Songhai king. That trip so depressed the world gold market that 
it would be decades before its previous value was restored, and ensured that the kingdom of Mali would 
be a commercial power throughout the Islamic world. FTP, identify this emperor of Mali, the grandson 
of Sundiata Keita. 

A: Mansa Musa 

21. Recent discoveries have called into question this species' position in the chain of human 
evolution, although it is certain that this species lived from approximately four million years ago 
to 2.7 million years ago (*). It distinguishes itself from chimpanzees through the connection between 
its hip joint and pelvis, which indicate that it walked upright rather than on all fours. It was evidently 
resident to the Hadar region of Ethiopia, where the primary evidence which led to its discovery was 
found. FTP, name this species, considered by some as a precursor to the Homo genus, of which "Lucy" 
is the main example. 

A: Australopithecus afarensis 



Bonuses: 

B 1. Everyone knows that the tectonic plate that Africa lies on is called the African Plate. Now, FFPE, 
name any six of the seven plates which border the African Plate. 

A: North American Plate Eurasian Plate 
Arabian Plate Indian Plate 
Australian Plate 
South American Plate 

Antarctic Plate 

B2. Answer the following about the work of J.M. Coetzee. 
(10) For five points each, name the two novels for which Coetzee won Booker Prizes, in 1983 and 1999. 

A: The Life and Times of Michael K, Disgrace 
(10) In 1994, Coetzee wrote this fictional work based on Russian history and the life of Fyodor 
Dostoevsky. 

A: The Master of Petersburg 
(10) One of Coetzee' s [mest works is this 1980 novel about an anonymous colonial administrator and 
his decline into chaos at a frontier outpost. 

A: Waiting for the Barbarians 

B3. Answer the following about a long-running African land dispute FTPE. 
(10) With its nominal capital at Laayoune, this territory was once a Spanish colony and recently has 
been claimed by Morocco; its future remains in doubt. 

A: Western Sahara 
(10) Morocco took the Western Sahara during this event, organized by King Hassan II in November 
1975 after the United Nations recognized the territory's right to self-determination. 

A: Green March 
(10) This is the name of the nationalist group which continues to fight against the Moroccans for 
Saharawi self-determination. 

A: Polisario Front 

B4. Answer the following about one of the great supporters of democracy in Africa, Jean-Bedel 
Bokassa, FTPE. 
(10) Bokassa was the ruler of this country. 

A: Central African Republic 
(10) Bokassa was propped up by this president of France during the 1970s; Bokassa often took him on 
hunting trips and supplied the country with uranium. 

A: Valery Giscard d'Estaing 
(10) Riots in this city, the capital of the Central African Republic, finally convinced the French to stage 
a coup and overthrow Bokassa in 1979. 

A: Bangui 

B5. Answer the following about a public health crisis in West Africa FTPE. 
(10) World Health Organization officials believe that they can have this virus eradicated by 2005; this 
would make it the second virus in history to be eradicated. 

A: poliomyelitis 
(10) Attempts to eradicate the virus met an obstacle in the Kano region ofthis nation when officials 
declared that the vaccine was laced with HIV in a US-led campaign against Islam. 

A: Nigeria 
(10) A compromise was reached when Nigerian officials elected to import polio vaccine from this 
southeast Asian, predominantly Muslim nation. 

A: Indonesia 



B6. Given a description, identify the Egyptian god or goddess FTPE. 
(10) A fair mediator, he assisted Osiris in judging the souls of the dead. Considered by some to be a 
councilor to Ra, he was the Egyptian god of the moon. He had the head of an ibis. 

A: Thoth 
(10) Originally a weather-producing god, it was only later that the stories concerning his rivalry with 
Osiris became accepted into Egyptian mythology. Contrasted with Horus, this god ruled over things 
which came from the ground. 

A: Set or Seth 
(10) She was sent by Ra to kill those who conspired against him, but ultimately killed much of humanity 
until Ra tricked her into stopping with beer. The husband of P'tah, she was associated with the lioness 
and was thought of as both a bringer and curer of disease. 

A: Sekhmet 

B7. Given a current leader, identify the country he heads for five points each, with a bonus five for all 
correct. 
(5) Jose Eduardo Dos Santos ........... A: Angola 
(5) Moses Blah........................ A: Liberia 
(5) Paul Kagame ........................ A: Rwanda 
(5) Abdelaziz Bouteflika ............... A: Algeria 
(5) Olusegun Obasanjo .................. A: Nigeria 

B8. Answer the following about Pan-Africanism FTPE. 
(10) This Ghanaian was the main impetus behind pan-Africanism, and after his election as prime 
minister after Ghana's 1957 independence he was a founding father of the Organization of African 
Unity. 

A: Kwame Nkrumah 
(10) Having originally traveled to England to study at the London School of Economics in 1944, 
Nkrumah instead helped to organize the sixth Pan-Africanist Congress at this city the next year. 

A: Manchester 
(10) This Kenyan who later became its first prime minister was in attendance at the Manchester congress 
in 1945. He is probably better known for writing Facing Mount Kenya. 

A: Jomo Kenyatta 

B9. Answer the following about the negritude movement FTSNOP. 
(10) One of the first members of the negritude movement was this Frenchman who hailed from 
Martinique; his work has been described as falling between the poles of modernism and black 
conSCIOusness. 

A: Aime Cesaire 
(5) Negritude took hold in America in the form of the work of this major writer of the Harlem 
Renaissance, whose collections such as The Weary Blues focused on the lives of average residents of the 
Harlem neighbourhood. 

A: Langston Hughes 
(15) One of the founders of the negritude movement, this poet and political activist would later become 
the first president of Senegal in 1960; he later became the first African to be invited to the Academie 
Francaise in 1983. 

A: Leopold Sedar Senghor 



BI0. One little-known fact about Carthage is that it's actually African. With that in mind, answer some 
questions about the first recorded instance of Europeans oppressing their neighbors to the south FTPE. 
(10) Arguably the most kick-ass battle of all time, Hannibal's vastly outnumbered force turned on the 
Romans using a pincer attack and completely surrounded them. Polybius reported that as many as 
60,000 Romans died here. 

A: Cannae 
(10) Unfortunately for the Carthaginians, as the story goes, Scipio Africanus got away from Cannae and 
eventually led the Romans (with help from Numidian mercenaries) against Hannibal's army at this 
decisive battle of the Second Punic War. 

A:Zama 
(10) Hannibal's brother, he was charged with the protection oflberia. When that didn't work out he 
tried crossing the Alps just like his brother. This time Rome saw it coming, and he was killed at the 
Battle of the Metaurus River. 

A: Hasdrubal 

Bll. South Africa recently hosted the ICC's World Cup of Cricket. Answer some questions about it 
FTPE. 
(10) The undefeated winners of the tournament, Ricky Ponting's 140 on the final day helped the 
Wallabies hit for 359 on 2 against India in the championship to take top honors. 

A: Australia 
(10) This relative minnow shocked everyone by advancing to the semifinals of the 2003 Cup; although 
they were beaten by India, they were able to make a name for themselves beyond distance-running with 
their success. 

A: Kenya 
(10) This nation's World Cup side faced problems beyond the cricket pitch when stars Andy Flower and 
Henry Olonga wore black armbands throughout the tournament in protest of the current political 
situation there. 

A: Zimbabwe 

B12. Answer the following questions about UNESCO World Heritage sites in Africa FTSNOP. 
(5) This site in southern Egypt was part of a mass rescue effort when it was realised that the creation of 
Lake Nasser would destroy it if it was not relocated to higher ground. 

A: Abu Simbel 
(10) This site off the coast of Cape Town was named a World Heritage site in 1999, nine years after its 
most famous resident relocated to the mainland. 

A: Robben Island 
(15) The rock churches of Lalibela in this country, which include some of the holiest shrines in 
Christianity, were placed on the UNESCO list in 1978. 

A: Ethiopia 

B13. Answer the following about that filthy imperialist son of a bitch Rudyard Kipling FTPE. 
(10) Kipling began taking holidays in southern Africa in 1898, where he befriended this diamond 
magnate, colonial puppet-master, and all-around evil man. 

A: Cecil Rhodes 
(10) While vacationing in Africa he wrote a number of stories about jungle animals, including the 
elephant traveling to the "great, grey-green, greasy Limpopo," for this collection of children's stories. 

A: Just So Stories for Little Children 
(10) One of the most charming of Kipling's works is this 1899 poem in which he instructs the white 
people of the world to "bind [their] sons to exile to serve [their] captives' needs." And they wonder why 
all those Algerians were so angry in 1957. 

A: The White Man's Burden 



B14. Given clues, identify the river FTPE. 
(10) The third-longest river in Afric~ it flows from the mountains of Sierra Leone northeastward toward 
Timbuktu before eventually turning south through Nigeria to the Gulf of Guinea. The cities of Bamako 
and Niamey lie on its banks. 

A: Niger River 
(10) This river with an especially fantastic name is the outlet of Lake Malawi, and flows through that 
country and Mozambique on its way to the Zambezi. 

A: Shire River 
(10) This river in southwestern Africa does not drain into the ocean; rather, it empties into a namesake 
delta which covers much of northern Botswana. 

A: Okovango River 

B15. Boer War, Tweede Vryheidsoorlog, South African War. .. whatever you want to call it, answer 
some questions about it FTPE. 
(10) The siege at this city, lasting from October 1899 to May 1900, ultimately provided the British at 
home with a source of national pride and made Robert Baden-Powell into a hero. A village in Manitoba 
is named after it. 

A: Mafeking 
(10) Made general of the Transvaal Boers after leading them to success at Colenso and Spion Kop, he 
would later lead the two-year guerrilla conflict against the British along with De la Rey and De Wet. 
Later he became the first Prime Minister of the South African Union in 1910. 

A: Louis Botha 
(10) This site, now a suburb of Johannesburg, was the setting for the treaty which ultimately ended the 
war in 1902. 

A: Vereeniging 

B16. FTPE, name the work of Nadine Gordimer from clues. 
(10) Taking place after what then seemed to be the inevitable revolution against apartheid, this novel 
portrays the interregnum period between revolution and the new order as seen through the eyes of a 
liberal white family, taking refuge in the household of their servant. 

A: July's People 
(10) This 1974 work is concerned with a wealthy industrialist who aspires above all to maintain his own 
hegemony, and his failure to recognize the claims of his hired native help to the land ultimately cause 
his decline and fall. 

A: The Conservationist 
(10) Written in the wake of the Soweto uprising in 1976, this is a novel of the title character's search for 
her own identity in the shadow of her parents, martyred as anti-apartheid activists. 

A: Burger 's Daughter 

B17. Answer the following about the Cairo Trilogy. 
(10) FTP, Identify the man who wrote the novels comprising the Cairo Trilogy. 

A: Naguib Mahfouz 
(20) For five points each and a bonus five for all correct, name the three novels which comprise the 
Cairo Trilogy. 

A: Palace Walk, Palace o[Desire, Sugar Street 

B18. Given a lesser-known African nation, identify the European nation that colonised it FTPE. 
(10) Djibouti .............. . ............... A: France 
(10) Togo ....... . .......................... A: Germany 
(10) Equatorial Guinea ............... .. . A: Portugal 



B 19. One thing about African nations is that they like to change capitals a lot. Given a new capital of a 
country, identify that country FTP. You'll get five if you need the old capital. 
(10) Dodoma 
(5) Dar es Salaam 

A: Tanzania 
(10) Yamoussoukro 
(5) Abidjan 

A: Cote d'Ivoire 
(10) Abuja 
(5) Lagos 

A: Nigeria 

B20. Name the following about a famous child in trouble FTPE. 
(10) The son of this former British prime minister is in trouble with Interpol for attempting to overthrow 
an African government. 

A: Margaret Thatcher 
(10) This oil-rich country along Africa's Atlantic coast was the target of Mark Thatcher's attempted 
coup. 

A: Equatorial Guinea 
(10) Mark's first brush with international stardom came in 1982 when he became hopelessly lost in the 
desert while participating in this race and had to be rescued. 

A: Paris-Dakar Rally 

B21 . Answer the following about the not-particularly-good Alan Paton novel Cry, the Beloved Country 
FTPE. 
(10) He is the pastor oflxopo, and it is his trip to Johannesburg around which the story revolves. 

A: Stephen Kumalo (accept "Reverend Kumalo"; prompt on "umfundisi") 
(10) Reverend Kumalo' s son Absalom is accused of and eventually executed for the murder of this 
man's son, Arthur. Later this man takes on his son's quest for social justice. 

A: James Jarvis 
(10) This is the name of the minister in Sophiatown who informs Kumalo that his sister Gertrude has 
been working as a prostitute and asks that he come to the city to "save" her. 

A: Reverend Theophilus Msimangu 




